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Skills needed: 
* basic crochet stitches including:  chain stitch, slip stitch, single crochet, double crochet 
* proficiency using a tapestry needle for finishing  
* knowledge of working in back loop only (ribbing – illustrations are given) 
* changing colors  
 
Supplies: 
Crochet Hooks Size J 
Tapestry Needle 
Medium weight acrylic yarn (for example Red Heart Super Saver “Pretty ‘N Pink” and 
“Baby Pink”) – pattern requires less than ½ skein of each.  
 
Size of crochet hook, yarn weight and personal tension will determine finished 
dimensions. Using a medium weight yarn the hat flat measures approximately 10 ½ ” wide 
at ribbing and is about 7 ¼ ” height and is sized to fit up to a 22” to 23” head 
circumference 
  

Please read through the entire pattern including notes before 
beginning!  
 
Hat is worked from the bottom up starting with a ribbed trim worked in a back and forth 
manner that is joined to form a round. Hat is then worked in rounds in the “Plaid Stitch” – 
this stitch is a series of double crochets, chains and spiked double crochets. The “spiked” 
stitches are simply double crochets that are worked into the row beneath it. Hat is seamed 
across the top with a row of slip stitches that help create the “pussyhat” look.  
 
An excellent tutorial and video on working the Plaid Stitch is available here: 
http://crochet.diyeverywhere.com/2016/12/12/how-to-crochet-the-trendiest-winter-crochet-
stitch-the-plaid-stitch-video-written-pattern/?src=fbfan_57998&t=fbad&k=lgvhdus00167 
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Trim Ribbing:  
With J Hook and Bright Pink Yarn
Row 1: Turn and work 1 single crochet in the 2
in each of the next 4. (5 stitches total). Chain 1 and turn. 
Row 2: Working in back loops only make 1 
 
Photos below demonstrate working in back loops. Tapestry need

 
Row 3 – 66: Repeat row 2 
 
Joining Ribbing: 
Chain 1. Fold work in half. Join by working a row 
folded ribbing, piercing both layers with crochet hook. 
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Yarn chain 6 
Row 1: Turn and work 1 single crochet in the 2nd chain from the hook and 1 sing

stitches total). Chain 1 and turn.  
Row 2: Working in back loops only make 1 single crochet in each stitch (

Photos below demonstrate working in back loops. Tapestry needles indicate where stitch

 

oin by working a row of slip stitches across th
folded ribbing, piercing both layers with crochet hook.  

chain from the hook and 1 single crochet 

single crochet in each stitch (5 total stitches) 

les indicate where stitch(es) is to be worked.  

 

of slip stitches across the edge of the 
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At end of join row, chain 1 (turning chain) and pull up a long loop with hook. Remove 
crochet hook and turn work inside out so that the slip stitch row just completed is located 
on the inside.  
 

Main body of the hat will now be worked in rounds. 
 

Hat Body: 
Round 1: Insert hook in long loop and pull tight
along the edge of the ribbing rows for a 
single crochet of this round to join. 
 

Photos below indicate how you might place 
rows: (tapestry needles indicate where I placed my stitches)
 

 

Round 2: Chain 3 and work 1 double crochet 
three stitches then work 1 double crochet in each of 
* to end of round. Finish with chain 3 and a slip stitch into the top of the 
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(turning chain) and pull up a long loop with hook. Remove 
crochet hook and turn work inside out so that the slip stitch row just completed is located 

Main body of the hat will now be worked in rounds.  

nsert hook in long loop and pull tight. Work 1 single crochet evenly 
along the edge of the ribbing rows for a total of 66 stitches. Slip stitch to the top of the 1

crochet of this round to join.  

ou might place your single crochets evenly along the ribbing 
rows: (tapestry needles indicate where I placed my stitches) 

 

double crochet in each of the next 2 stitches. 
three stitches then work 1 double crochet in each of the next 3 stitches.
* to end of round. Finish with chain 3 and a slip stitch into the top of the 

(turning chain) and pull up a long loop with hook. Remove 
crochet hook and turn work inside out so that the slip stitch row just completed is located 

crochet evenly spaced 
stitches. Slip stitch to the top of the 1st 

crochets evenly along the ribbing 

 

in each of the next 2 stitches. *Chain 3, skip 
the next 3 stitches.* Repeat from * to 

* to end of round. Finish with chain 3 and a slip stitch into the top of the beginning chain 3. 
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~~ Note: how you join colors is a matter of personal preference and there are many 
techniques to choose from. I prefer to simply slide the new color over my hook leaving a 
short tail to be tied off and worked in later.  
 
Round 3: Join Light Pink. *Chain 3, skip 3 stitches and work 1 spiked double crochet into 
each of the next 3 stitches from Round 1.* Repeat * to * to end. Slip stitch into the 1st 
chain of beginning chain 3 to join. 
 

 
Tapestry needle in photo to the left indicates 
the1st stitch you will use to work the Spiked 
Double Crochet (from here and through the 
entire pattern!) 
Notice this row of stitches is directly below 
the chain 3’s.  
Also note that while it is called the “Spike 
Double Crochet” it is simply a normal double 
crochet worked into a lower stitch  
 
 
 
 

Round 4: Pick up Bright Pink. Chain 1 and *work 1 spiked double crochet in each of the 
next 3 stitches (in top of the previous rounds double crochets) then chain 3 and skip 3.* 
Repeat from * to * to end of round. Join with a slip stitch into the 1st double crochet of this 
round. 
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Round 5 – 15: Repeat Round 3 and 4 (or to desired height). At 15 rounds hat should be 7” 
tall.  
 

 
 
To finish the Plaid Stitch the final row is worked with alternating spiked double crochets 
(worked in the top of the previous rounds double crochets) and single crochets worked 
into the top of the same rounds double crochets.  
 
Round 16: Continuing with Bright Pink, work 1 single crochet in each of the next 3 
stitches. Then work 1 spiked double crochet in each of the next 3 stitches. * Repeat from * 
to * for a total of 60 stitches. Join with a slip stitch to the top of the 1st  single crochet of 
this round.  
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Snip end of Light Pink yarn leaving a short tail to be woven in with a tapestry needle. Pull 
up a long loop of the Bright Pink and remove crochet hook. Turn hat inside out and 
arrange flat piece so that the long loop is at the farthest right edge of the hat. Insert 
crochet hook and pull up long loop. Insert hook in the 1st stitch from hook on top layer and 
1st stitch on bottom layer and pull through for a slip stitch.   
 

 
 

 
 
Adjustments: 
If you’d like a longer/wider brim (cuff) simply add more chains to your beginning chain (for 
example, chain 10 and work 9 single crochets) 
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If you need to increase (or decrease) the width of the hat it will need to be done in 6 stitch 
increments to accommodate the pattern! (Example: work 60 Rows of ribbed stitch then 60 
single crochets around hat brim in Round 1) 
 
This hat may also be worked in just one color – simply ignore the color change directions! 
 
 
Complete hat by working in all loose tails with a tapestry needle.  

 
-------------------------------------------- 
 
Please note that  this pattern is made available free to you as part of the Pussyhat Prioject 
(www;pussyhatproject.com) and is intended to be used by those attending the Women’s 
March on Washington and local marches being held around the country on January 21st. 
While it is my intention that these hats be made to gift, give and distribute in honor of this 
event, I ask that you not SELL the hats as it would not be in keeping with the spirit of this 
event.  
 
For more information on the Jesse Higginbotham Technology Trust, you may visit 
www.jessehigginbotham.com or stop by our Facebook page.  
 

 


